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WWiinn  aa  $$2255  GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee!!!!
Each issue we give away a $25 Gift CertiIcate to be used
at YOUR FAVORITE shop!  To register Ill out the form below.

Gift CertiIcate Drawing Form
To enter, complete form and mail to:

The Country Register
12835 Kiska St NE
Blaine, MN 55449

All questions must be answered to qualify. We’d love to hear
your comments and suggestions regarding The Country Register
too!Send in a recipe we can share in the paper.  One entry per
person.
Name:______________________Phone:_________________
Address:__________________________________________
City:_____________________State:_______Zip:__________
Favorite Shop Advertised:____________________________
My Favorite Shop because:___________________________
__________________________________________________
My Favorite Country Register Feature(s):_________________
_________________________________________________
Found this issue at:__________________________________
Regular reader?_______________1st time reader?________
Do you tell the shops you saw their ad in the paper?__________
What stores would you like to see in The Country Register?
include town)________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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The Country Register is published every other month. Copyright 2016. Reproduction or use,
without permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited. Offices of The
Country Register are located at PO Box 84345, Phoenix, AZ  85023. The Country Register
of Minnesota is licensed by The Country Register with exclusive rights to publish in the state
of Minnesota using logos and graphics owned by The Country Register. SSuubbssccrriippttiioonnss

NNaammee::________________________________________________________________________________

AAddddrreessss::______________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy::________________________________SSTT::________________________ZZiipp__________________
Send Check to The Country Register · 12835 Kiska St. NE · Blaine, MN 55449

GGeett  oonnee  yyeeaarrss  wwoorrtthh  ooff  ppaappeerrss  ffoorr  oonnllyy  $$1188

Deadline For the January/February
Edition is December 10th!

Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed by outside sources, express the opinions
of their authors only, and may not express the viewpoint of the management or staff of The Country
Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be edited at the sole discretion of
the publisher. Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers them-
selves.  Though The Country Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials or fraudulently
obtained materials, we are not liable for any damages arising from purchase or use of products advertised
herein.  Notifications regarding any consumer complaints related to merchandise purchased from our
advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our publishing efforts.
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The Country Register Publisher Contact List
The Country Register began in Arizona, in the Fall of 1988, to provide effective, affordable advertising for
shops, shows, and other experiences enjoyed by a kindred readership. Since then the paper has flourished
and spread. Look for the paper in your travels.

Barbara Floyd, founder  •  barbara@countryregister.com  •  602-237-6008 
PUBLICATIONS ALL ACROSS THE UNITED STATES & CANADA

To receive a sample paper from another area, mail $3.00 in U.S.A. or $4.00 in Canada to that area’s editor. 
USA
Alabama: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 719-749-9797
Connecticut: Mike Dempsey, 919-661-1760
Delaware: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Georgia: Linda Parish, 706-340-1049
Idaho (N): Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Idaho (S): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Illinois: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Indiana: Gail & Merle Taylor, 888-616-8319
Iowa : Linda Glendy, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 866-966-9815
Kentucky: Chris & Kelly Kennedy, 443-243-1118
Maine: Gail Hageman, 207-437-2663
Maryland: Dave & Amy Carter,  866-825-9217
Massachusetts & RI: Mike Dempsey, 919-661-1760
Michigan: Bill & Marlene Howell, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 763-754-1661
Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Montana: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Nebraska: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 702-523-1803

New Hampshire: Kathleen Graham, 603-463-3703
New Jersey: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 719-749-9797
New York: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
North Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 888-942-8950
North Dakota: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Ohio: Barb Moore, 937-652-1157
Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Oregon: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Pennsylvania: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Rhode Island: Mike Dempsey, 919-661-1760
South Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 888-942-8950
South Dakota: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028
Tennessee: Chris & Kelly Kennedy, 443-243-1118
Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Utah: AVAILABLE
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Washington: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
West Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Wisconsin: Scott and Jennifer Hughes, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Dee Sleep, 605-722-7028

CANADA
Alberta: Ruth Burke, 780-889-3776
British Columbia: Bryan Stonehill, 1-800-784 6711
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Scott & Marj Kearns, 306-736-2441
Ontario: Harriet Ramos,  613-612-8465 
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Kim Keller, Publisher
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Blaine, MN 55449
763-754-1661
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And the Winners Are...
The winner of the book, Authenticating a Country Dwelling by Judy Condon, is Donna

Pavlish of Rochester, MN.
The winner of the book, Aunt Bee’s Mayberry Cookbook donated by Pa/i Lee Bock,

is Cheryl Couture of Buhl, MN.
Debe Pearson of Harris, MN won a $25 gift certi.cate to QQuuaarrrryy QQuuiillttss aanndd

YYaarrnnss in Sandstone, MN. Debe says QQuuaarrrryy QQuuiillttss aanndd YYaarrnnss is her favorite shop
because of the “fabulous selection of fabric and displays.”

Congratulations to all the winners!
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City Listing

NNoovveemmbbeerr
2-5............................................................................The Peddler of Rapidan Sale - Rapidan
2-13................................................................................Majestic Oaks Boutique - Ham Lake
3-5.............................................12th Anniversary Sale - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn
3-6.......................................................................................Chickadee Boutique - Shoreview
4-5........................................................Christmas Open House - Briar House - Sauk Rapids
4-5......................................................Christmas in the Country - Tattered Edges - Motley
4-6....................................................Christmas Magic - Past and Present Antiques - Waseca
10-12...................................Hometown Holiday Road Trip - The Thimble Box - New Ulm
10-12......................Hometown Holiday Road Trip - Sewing Seeds Quilt Co. - New Ulm
10-12.......................................Hometown Holiday Road Trip - Spinng Spools - New Ulm
10-12........Hometown Holiday Road Trip - DeAnn’s Country Village Shoppe - Litchfield
10-12..................................................................................Chickadee Boutique - Shoreview
10-12...................Hometown Holiday Road Trip - Gone To Pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball
11-12.......................Holiday Open House - DeAnn’s Country Village Shoppe - Litchfield
11-12................................................Holiday Open House - The Sewing Basket - Luverne
11-12............................North Iowa Quilters One Stop Shopping Spree - Clear Lake, IA
11-12..................Stockings Were Hung Shop Hop - Quilt Haven on Main - Hutchinson
11-13............................................Holiday Open Houses - The Market Place - Tomah, WI
11-13........25th Annual Festival of Trees - DeAnn’s Country Village Shoppe - Litchfield
12..........................................................................Holiday Arts & Crafts Festival - Brainerd
12-13.....................................Christmas Party - The Farmer’s Daughter - White Bear Lake
16-19.......................................................................The Peddler of Rapidan Sale - Rapidan
17-19.................................................................................Chickadee Boutique - Shoreview
17-19..........................................Christmas Open House - Lost and Found - Eden Valley
18-19...........................................................Holiday Open House - Quilted Dog - Cloquet
18-20............................................Holiday Open Houses - The Market Place - Tomah, WI
25.................................................................Black Friday Specials - Quilted Dog - Cloquet
25-26..................................................................................Chickadee Boutique - Shoreview
25-27.........................................................................Excelsior Christkindlsmarkt - Excelsior
25-Dec 4........................................................................Rice Creek Boutique - New Brighton
26........................................................Anniversary Sale - Michele’s Quilt Shop - Blue Earth

DDeecceemmbbeerr
1-3............................................................................The Peddler of Rapidan Sale - Rapidan
1-4.......................................................................................Chickadee Boutique - Shoreview
1-23........................................................Big Year End Sale - Bluffview Quilt Shop - Winona
2.................................Staying Home for the Holidays - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn
2-3................................2nd Anniversary Sale - Up North Quilt Shop - International Falls
3......................................................Hudson Holiday Boutique & Craft Sale - Hudson, WI
3..............................Customer Appreciation Day - Gone To Pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball
10..............................Customer Appreciation Sale - Quilt Haven On Main - Hutchinson
10.................................................................................Mystery Trip - Quilted Dog - Cloquet
15-17.......................................................................The Peddler of Rapidan Sale - Rapidan
26-31............................................Pre-Inventory Sale - Quarry Quilts & Yarn - Sandstone

JJaannuuaarryy
23-27............................................................................Quilting in the Desert - Phoenix, AZ

Special Events

Holiday Greetings
to YOU from everyone at

The Country Register!

Just send your name, address, gift recipient’s info,
and payment to

The Country Register,
12835 Kiska St. NE Blaine, MN 55449
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Holiday Word Scramble 

Salvage Style       by Marla Wilson

Old Ironing Board Accessories Organizer
This is a very simple project, as there is no carpentry work involved and old

metal ironing boards are easy to find at yard sales or flea markets.
After removing the legs, I used a wire brush to clean the rust off this ironing

board. Next I sprayed it with primer and
then white spray paint. I had purchased
drawer pulls and a set of hooks at a local
hobby shop. Vintage hardware would be
great, if you have it. Attach the drawer
pulls through the openings in the ironing
board top and tighten the screws down.
Do the same with the set of hooks.
Attach it to the wall with screws. You are
ready to get organized! This works well for jewelry, scarves, purses, belts, and hats.

Very easy to do and so useful!
Marla Wilson is the owner of The Rusty Wheel, a gift boutique in Scandia, KS. The shop features her floral

designs and repurposed "junk," as well as kitchen and baby gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. Follow
The Rusty Wheel on Facebook, or www.therustywheel.vpweb.com or contact her at stumpy1954@hotmail.com.

 

The Importance of Family
by Roxanne J. Ferguson

My family has expanded a lot in the past several years. We joke about having a
female dominated family and now are being overrun by males. Our three daughters
married, bringing three sons-in-law into our family, which of course brings my husband
much joy (and someone for him to talk with about hunting and fishing). In addition
to this, we now have four grandsons who also bring us great joy. The only problem
with this though is that the male-female ratio is now 8 to 4. The males are in the
lead! There is much good hearted bantering about this when we are together. 

Our family has always enjoyed getting together with family dinners, on holidays
and at reunions with grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. One of the things
we enjoy are traditions—special foods for special times, seasonal trips and celebra-
tions. Our sons-in-law have brought in some of their own traditions and favorite
foods broadening our cultural tastes. These young couples have started some tradi-
tions of their own. We now have game days, chili cook-offs, and a pig roast!

Traditions are an important part to creating a sense of family. They are especially
important for children. Traditions give them a certain security, comfort and joy.
Bringing children up to go to church, celebrating holidays in a meaningful way, and
giving them an active part in these activities, strengthens them as they grow. Even
doing tasks together can be tradition—wood cutting and stacking, gardening, berry
picking—all are things that unify a family. I learned gardening and berry picking from
time spent with grandparents, parents, aunts, and uncles. My children followed suit
and now they take their children on the annual trip to the orchard to pick apples.

Maybe your family is small or non-existent. A circle of friends can
become family to you. You can make memories and tradi-
tions with friends, neighbors or church family. Family is
important to a child. Family history helps give a child

identity and lets a child know where he or she came
from. Focus on the good parts— share stories and focus

on positive role models. We are living, creating, and
writing our own history. There is no better time

than the present to start and plan your own family
traditions. 

Family is important. It is the basic unit of our
society. We need to make our families strong and in

the big picture we are helping to strengthen our society also. One
of the best ways to strengthen our families is to give them a
faith—a faith in God, our heavenly Father, the creator of the
world, the master designer of the family. 

Roxanne Ferguson is from Boylston, NY, part of the Tug Hill Plateau, famous for its lake
-effect snow fall. This year she will be enjoying the holidays as a retired school

teacher, with more time to devote to her four grandsons and the rest of her family.
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For all your Holiday gifting needs go to...

KKeelllleeyyss QQuuaalliittyy SSeewwiinngg CCeenntteerr

3432 55th St. NW • Rochester, MN 55901 • 507-288-29051
KKeelllleeyyss QQuuaalliittyy SSeewwiinngg CCeenntteerr

www.kqsc.net · kelleysqualitysewingcenter@yahoo.com
Mon-Thurs: 9:30am-8:00pm • Fri: 9:30am-6:00pm • Sat: 9:30am-5:00pm

‘‘TTIISS TTHHEE SSEEAASSOONN FFOORR BBAABBYY LLOOCCKK!!

0% Interest

Financing

Available

 

                                                        
     1671 ½ W 5th Street 
        Winona, MN 55987 
   www.bluffviewquiltshop.com 
  bluffviewquiltshop@gmail.com 
    
 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

Quality Quilting Products with a wide variety of 
Fabric, Flannel, Batiks, Color Wall, Patterns, 

Notions, Classes. 
BIG YEAR END SALE: DEC 1 THRU DEC 23 

Hours:  Thurs & Fri 10-5:30 Sat 10-3 Sun 12-4 
Happy Thanksgiving   

Merry Christmas 

FABRIC FUN FRIENDS 
 

Life in Skunk Hollow
by Julie A. Druck

Finding the Peace
Upon recently sorting through a tote of Christmas

decorations, I came across a small cardboard box. Inside
was a hodge-podge of plastic nativity figures that were
bought a few summers ago at a yard sale. What drew me
to them originally was their uniqueness. Though they were plastic, they were
obviously vintage and from a decade in which plastic was the exception instead of
the norm. At 50 cents for the box, the decision was quickly made for them to come
home and be tucked away for the enjoyment of future grandchildren.

The little box typically gets moved aside to get out the “real” decorations, but I
decided there just might be a spot in the house for that nativity this year. Now that
one of our chicks has left the nest, there’s a room upstairs with some extra space in
it. There, on top of an old desk, seemed a good spot where the angels and camels
and company could spend a little time this season. As each piece was pulled out
and arranged into the scene, the usual were found: Mary and Joseph, three Wise
Men, some shepherds and sheep, a lone donkey and two angels. I particularly love
the three camels, each one having a gold cord attached to their very own
handler—presumably, servants of the three Wise Men.

Something else that endears me to these figures is their apparent age. It’s
obvious by looking at them that they’ve been around for awhile and have seen
better days. One of the camels and a sheep each have a broken leg, some of the
lambs’ eyes are worn off, the donkey’s coat is pretty scruffy, and one of the
shepherds is looking mighty washed out. No matter—I set them all up in places to
their advantage and tried to arrange those with missing limbs in stable positions.

The scene being nearly complete, I dove back into the box for the Piece of Pieces, the
Baby Jesus. But lo and behold, the box was empty. What disappointment! As I looked at
the forlorn little scene, with expectant-faced members eagerly facing forward, bowed
and ready to show honor to the One they came to worship, I contemplated putting
it all away. For what’s a manger scene without the One Whom we celebrate?

After considering it, I realized the vintage
vignette is actually a good illustration of our
world today. Each ragtag figurine reminding
me that we, too, come to the celebration
with missing limbs and blurry eyes and
broken spirits. Yet we come with expectancy
and hope, looking for someone or
something to heal our hurt, our pain and our
hearts once and for all. We wonder, “Where
is peace?”—looking to find it in a program, a

policy, or a political agenda. And we find ourselves staring into empty space. But
the angels gave us the answer. It was delivered in the birth announcement on that
holy - but not very silent - night long ago: “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill among men.” Peace was, and continues to be, found in the
One called Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is not lost; we do not need to find Him.
He is with us. In our brokenness, He is with us—continually holding out His hand
for us to grasp, knowing that we’ll find hope and love and healing and true peace
only in the midst of His embrace. 

Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. 
There she seeks to follow God by serving her family, keeping her home, and encouraging others. 

You can share comments with her at thedrucks@netzero.com.

FFeeaattuurriinngg HHaannddmmaaddee,, OOnnee--ooff--aa--KKiinndd
IItteemmss ffoorr YYoouurr HHoommee

We Offer a Variety of Different Decors Including Primitive, Country, Folk Art, Lodge, etc. 

Follow Our Blog! needlesnpinsstitcheries.blogspot.com
All the work is done by HAND!

QQuuiillttss •• PPiilllloowwss •• PPaatttteerrnnss •• PPllaacceemmaattss •• TToowweellss •• PPoott HHoollddeerrss •• MMuucchh MMoorree
NNooww AAvvaaiillaabbllee:: QQuuaalliittyy FFaabbrriiccss!!

Visit Us Online:
wwwwww..eettssyy..ccoomm//sshhoopp//nneeeeddlleessnnppiinnssssttiicchheerryy
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...a place of peace and joy! 
Quilting Retreats (Professional quilting services available!) 
Scrapbooking Retreats 
Crafting Retreats 
Business Meetings 
Chip Carving Classes (www.MyChipCarving.com)  

 

Overnight accommodations for 10 people! 
 

Large cutting table and ironing board  
Spacious  
Sound system  
Quiet and peaceful  
Large screen movie projector  
Comfortable  
3 bathrooms with showers 
Wireless internet 

 
www.RedBarnRetreats.com 

51654 164th St.  
Garden City, MN 56034 

866-430-1717  
Email: Marty@RedBarnRetreats.com 

 

... a place of peace and joy!
• Quilting Retreats
• Scrapbooking Retreats
• Crafting Retreats
• BusinessMeetings

Overnight accommodations for 10 people!
• Large cu(ing table and ironing board
• Spacious
• Sound system
• Quiet and peaceful
• Large screen movie projector
• Comfortable
• 3 bathrooms with showers
• Wireless internet

332 N Redwood Drive • Mankato, MN 56001 • 507-382-9446

Shop us online! $5.00 flat shipping rate!
www.backyardlongarmandquilting.com

We offer high quality longarm services!
American Made Brand Fabric · 75 Solid Colors $6.99/yd

Mention this ad and
receive 5% off an
edge to edge quilt!

•Vintage
•R

etro
•R

ecords
•H

oliday
•Cookbooks

•

Melissa&DougToys®

Handmade Gifts

DowntownRapidan,MN
507-278-4808
507-340-5794

Othertimesby
Appointment

•H
andiwork

•R
efurbished

Furniture
•Jewelry

•Fabric
•

Happy Thanksgiving!

NNoovveemmbbeerr SSaallee DDaatteess::
2nd-5th (W-Sa)

16th-19th (W-Sa)

DDeecceemmbbeerr SSaallee DDaatteess::
1st-3rd (Th-Sa)

15th-17th (Th-Sa)

Merry Christmas!

Located in south-central MN
www.southernminnesotaretreat.com
prairiewindretreatcenter@gmail.com

Book for weekends during Jan & Feb and receive $10 off per person!

507-525-4005

An intimate and fully equipped retreat center with
your own kitchen/dining area, sitting area, and

sleeping for 8!

Scrapbookers, quilters, beaders, knitters...

$80/person Fri-Sun • $110/person Thur-Sun
(minimum of 5 guests or $400 Fri-Sun)

• 3 large quilt design walls!!

CCoommee ttoo tthhee CCoouunnttrryy......
ttoo sstteeaall aawwaayy......rreellaaxx aanndd ccrreeaattee!!

12 Days of Christmas
How many gifts does your true love give to you during the

12 days of Christmas?

42 Swans a swimming 40 Maids a milking

36 Ladies Dancing

22 Pipers Piping 12 Drummers Drumming

12 Partridges in a Pear Tree 22 Turtle Doves

30 French Hens 36 Calling Birds

40 Golden Rings 42 Geese a laying

30 Lords a Leaping
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HHoommeettoowwnn HHoolliiddaayy 
RRooaadd TTrriipp

NNoovveemmbbeerr 1100tthh--1122tthh,, 22001166
TThhuurrss && FFrrii:: 99aamm--66ppmm ·· SSaatt:: 99aamm--55ppmm

Join these great quilt shops in New Ulm
SSeewwiinngg SSeeeeddss QQuuiilltt CCoo..

TThhee TThhiimmbbllee BBooxx
SSppiinnnniinngg SSppoooollss

Additional shops located in Norwood Young America, Litchfield, 
Paynesville and Kimball.

Visit all 7 shops to receive an Old World Christmas quilt block ornament,
return visit coupons and be entered to win 1 of 7 24” quilt barn blocks!

AA qquuiilltt sshhoopp hhoopp hheelldd iinn ccoonnjjuunnccttiioonn
wwiitthh hhoolliiddaayy sshhooppppiinngg ooppeenneerr eevveennttss!!

Receive 1 F
Q

with a Food

Shelf donation

at each shop.

Dearest Friends
While enjoying a few lingering moments on the

shaded veranda of John and Abigail’s Old House at
Peace Field, the park ranger conducting our tour
casually commented, “Some of these lilacs you see
were planted by Abigail.” Overwhelmed by that tidbit,
I suddenly felt as if she was right there with me.
Abigail Adams endured so much during the founding
of our country; and among our First Ladies, I have a
deep feeling of immense gratitude and hold her in
very high regard!

One thing she and John willingly sacrificed was
their personal privacy. George Washington instructed
Martha to destroy all of his personal correspondence.
In contrast, John Adams asked Abigail to keep hand-

written copies of letters she sent to him, just as he was doing of his letters to her.
Because they realized the importance of the times in which they were living, we
have first-person accounts in the more than 1,100 letters John and Abigail exchanged
between 1762 and 1801. Separation was the motivation for their warm and newsy
letters that include John’s descriptions of Continental Congress proceedings and
Abigail’s updates regarding how she and their children were managing on the
family farm, as well as how the Revolution was impacting the Boston area.

The earliest letters date back to
the couple’s courtship, and are
evidence to the passion and human
desire of young love. Through the
years, John referred to Abigail as
his dearest friend and his ballast.
Their union was one of ardor,
intelligence, wit and mutual
respect—as well as six children:
Abigail ‘Nabby’, John Quincy (our
6th president), Grace, Charles,
Thomas, and stillborn Elizabeth.

Duty required John to be away from home for long periods of time during his public
career, requiring the couple to live miserably apart. The family’s welfare depended on
income from the farm and Abigail proved herself a capable manager—doing her
own cooking, sewing, caring for the farm’s critters, as well as parenting. Abigail was
John’s partner, his avid supporter and most valued political adviser, and his object of
great affection. By necessity she pushed the traditional woman’s role to the limit.

Before John set sail for Europe in 1778, as an expression of his faith and trust in
Abigail’s abilities, he gave her a locket inscribed with, “I yield whatever is, is right.”

Never did John Adams refuse a mission for his country; Abigail’s reciprocal sacrifice
was the distress and loneliness caused by John’s long absences.

Notably, Abigail Adams was first woman to serve as Second Lady of United
States and the second woman to serve as First Lady. She was a savvy woman who
could adapt to Paris society as well as manage living in the White House when it
was still a cold dank construction site. Hanging her laundry up to dry on a line
strung across the East Room is a popular true story of Abigail’s resourcefulness.

Abigail was 73 years old when, on October 28, 1818, she died of typhoid fever.
She and John are buried in crypt at the United First Parish Church in Quincy, MA.
Her last words were, “Do not grieve, my friend, my dearest friend. I am ready to go.
And John, it will not be long.”

© 2016 Jan Keller

Pieces From My Heart
by Jan Keller

 

Public Domain

Photo by Jan Keller

Peace Field

10 N. Minnesota St. • New Ulm, MN
507-354-6721

thimblebox@newulmtel.net

MERRYCHRISTMASTOALLOURWONDERFULCUSTOMERS!

The
Thimble
Box

Mon-Fri:10am-5pm
Sat:10am-4pm

Come in and
See our Wide Variety of

New Fabrics • Patterns
Books • Select Wide Back Fabrics

Our Original Patterns
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204 EastMain • Luverne, Mn • 507-283-9769
Authorized Dealer of

Husqvarna Viking Sewing
Machines and Sergers

www.luvsewingbasket.com • Email: info@luvsewingbasket.com

We carry a beautiful variety of
quilting fabrics,

plus books and supplies!

Open
Monday-Friday 9-5

Thursday 9-7
Saturday 9-3

Holiday
Open House
Fri,Nov11th

&
Sat,Nov12th

Crafty Corner Quilt
& Sewing Shoppe

1820 Oxford St.
Worthington, MN 56187

(800) SEW-MORE
craftycorner@iw.netwww.craftycornerquiltandsewingshoppe.com

ATTENTIONQUILTERS
Ken is planning Crafty Corner’s 23rd annual trip to the Paduach Quilt Show!

He has secured rooms at the Drury Inn in Paducah during the quilt show, in Colombia,
Missouri on departure, and St. Joe, Missouri on the return trip. Drury Inns are known

for their free evening snack and drink and super-hot breakfasts!
We will be stopping in Hamilton Missouri on our return trip to tour the

Missouri Star Quilt Company!

OOlldd AAlllleeyy QQuuiilltt SShhoopp
115 N. Main-Hwy 4  Box 143  Sherburn, MN 56171

507-764-4088 · oldalleyquiltshop.com · oldalleyquiltshop@frontiernet.net

2800+  bolts of fabric (including great Eannels and batiks!), paFerns, notions, classes,
and long arm quilting services  located in a renovated bowling alley on the main street of

Sherburn, MN, south of the I-90, Hwy 4 exit!!

Hours:  M-F 10-5 • Sat 9-4 (Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, & New Years Day)

1122tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy CCeelleebbrraattiioonn!!!!!!  SSaallee:: NNoovveemmbbeerr 33rrdd,, 44tthh aanndd 55tthh
15-25% oD storewide Bowling Pin Sale! Join us for cake!! 
““SSttaayyiinngg HHoommee ffoorr tthhee HHoolliiddaayyss -- SShhoopp SShheerrbbuurrnn””

20% oD storewide!
Friday, December 2nd 4pm-8pm

120 N.Main St.
Blue EarthMN 56013
Phone: 507-526-3295

ComeCelebrateourAnniversaryandSmallBusinessSaturdayon
Nov.26th

Enjoygreat treatsandgreat specials!
We’ll havespecials fromSmallBusinessSaturday

throughChristmas!!

ClassesAvailable!

Men�onthisadandreceivedoublepunchesonyour rewardscard!

Gi�Cer�ficates!

Hrs: 9am-5:30pmM-F
9am-7pm Thur
9am-2pm Sat

michelesewvac@bevcomm.net

Register to Win!
Stars in the Grass

by Ann Marie Stewart
The idyllic world of nine-year-old Abby

McAndrews is transformed when a tragedy tears
her family apart. Before the accident, her dad,
Reverend John McAndrews, had all the answers,
but now his questions and guilt threaten to destroy
his family. Abby’s fifteen-year-old brother, Matt, begins
an angry descent as he acts out in dangerous
ways. Her mother tries to hold her grieving family
together, but when Abby’s dad refuses to move on,
the family is at a crossroads. Set in a small Mid-
western town in 1970, Abby’s heartbreaking
remembrances are balanced by humor and nostalgia as her family struggles with—
and ultimately celebrates—an authentic story of faith and life after loss.

The first-person narrative in Abby’s voice is simply elegant as she looks back in
childlike remembrances on her family’s life.

“The summer before I turned ten was idyllic—until August 3, 1970. It perfectly
describes a time when I thought the world was safe and good things lasted forever.
What I couldn’t know then, but try to remember now, is how fragile and delicate are the
moments we most treasure, and if they break into pieces, repairing means seeing anew.”

Readers who enjoyed The Deep End of the Ocean, A Girl Named Zippy, or To Kill
a Mockingbird will also enjoy Stars in the Grass. This debut novel is a wonderful book
club selection because it’s new (Feb. 1, 2017) and prompts great discussion. In fact,

the author welcomes phone interviews with book clubs
and will come speak to your group if you live close
enough to her Virginia farm.

Author Ann Marie Stewart is the Country Register’s
own “Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe” columnist. She raises two
daughters and a whole flock of woolly sheep on a farm
in Virginia. She is the originator and author of three
books in the Preparing My Heart series and writes for
Mentoring Moment. Ann’s love of teaching, musical theater,
and film and television production adds depth to her
storytelling. That’s why THIS story of love, loss, and
healing is the perfect Valentine gift for yourself or a fellow
reader.

You Could Win and autographed copy of “Stars in the Grass”!
You can register to win an autographed copy of “Stars in the Grass” for yourself!

Clip and mail in this form! If you prefer not to cut up your paper,
write the form below on a note card and mail to:

The Country Register; 12835 Kiska St. NE, Blaine, MN 55449.
You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck!

NNaammee____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SSttrreeeett AAddddrreessss______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy________________________________________________ SSttaattee____________________ ZZiipp____________________________________

FFaavvoorriittee SShhoopp________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Country
Goods
Owatonna,MN

507-451-5661AcrosstheFreeway fromCabelas!

The areas largest gift store
with very li-le you need but so

many things you will want!

JimShore,WillowTree,Candles,Curtains, Lace,
FlagsandChimes, etc. TThhoouussaannddss ooff iitteemmss!!

Open 7
days a
week!

Great Gifts and
Fun Things!

Past & Present Antiques and Gifts invites you to our
Shop our
wonderful
displays!

“ChristmasMagic”
Open House November 4th-6th

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon-Fri 10-5

Thurs 10-8 (Nov & Dec)
Sat 9-5 · Sun 12-4 1101N. State St. • Waseca,MN•507-835-4000

Letter Writing
by Kimberly Chaffee 

Discourse in American culture can be summed up in two words, mobile apps.
These nifty little tools allow us to communicate instantly with short bursts of text to
make dinner plans, remind hubby to pick up a gallon of milk, or check in on a
teenager. Not only can we “converse” with single letters, but also pictures have
made a comeback from the ancient ruins of Mesopotamia. Emoji’s, which are
modern examples of hieroglyphics, add emotion to our texts, verifying the fact we
have come full circle in 8,000 years. 

Fortunately, hieroglyphics only lasted so long, as their inability to tell the whole
story was bothersome. A picture of men holding spears with a large elephant in
front of them left too many questions unanswered. Who were these brave men?
How did their hunt turn out? Did they all survive? The story being depicted was
significant and yet there was no way of knowing the outcome. 

Thankfully, the alphabet was invented, and the greatest stories of mankind began
to be captured through written letters. Wisdom, history, life lessons, feelings of
hope, love, and tragedy were shared through hand written letters. Mountains or
oceans did not bind these lasting stories. Battlefields and catastrophes could not
impede their discovery by future generations. The words written were revealing,
but so too was the paper, the penmanship, the smell of the person, perhaps their
surroundings; all the individuality had been captured. 

What concerns me is our modern writing with its simple text messages, removes
the essence of our existence from history. As brief as a time that we are here, our
thoughts are forever lost in cyber space. In 50 years, no one will know my beliefs,
the lessons I have learned, the people I enjoyed spending time with, or the ones
that impacted me most. 

Which brings me to my point. Did anyone else notice last year, the lack of Christmas
cards delivered to their mailbox? I certainly did. I understand that one stamp is now
worth what my father described as an amazing afternoon to a 12 year old in 1955.
He could get his haircut, take in an entire afternoon of movies, have ice cream, and
still have money in his pocket at the end of the day. So yes, the stamp is expensive.
Writing with pen and paper is cumbersome; you can’t easily backspace. But what is
capturing our existence? Facebook? Instagram? What is capturing you? 

My grandmother wrote hand-written letters to our family. I can still smell her
perfume on the paper, which is remarkable considering her letters are 30 years old.
She talked about simple things happening in her small town of Fair Haven, New
York. She mentioned that the bay had white caps from a recent storm. Stories,
where now as I read them as an adult, reveal her character and faith. Her letters
kept her real to me long after she passed away. 

This time of year we begin to focus on being thankful, seeing family, reminding
ourselves what is important. Can we bring writing letters with pen and paper back?
Can we share with our children thoughts that are important to us? Can we share
simple stories, maybe even family history on something far more special than an
emoji? Your letter may find its way into a special book or Bible, and become the
treasure of a future family member. Can you write a letter to a dear friend that
shows you are thinking of them? This letter may be tucked in a drawer and re-read
on days they may feel lonely or without hope. Our existence is important, and is
something that should last long after a cell phone is shut off, or a text is deleted. I
believe your family and friends will want to cherish you long after you have left
them for a better place. Give your family and dear friends a true gift this holiday
season. Give them your stories, your wisdom, your praise, your hope, and certainly
most of all your love. Write them a letter, stamp it, and mail it to them. 

Mrs. Kimberly Chaffee is a homeschooling mother of four great kids, living north of Pittsburgh, Pa with 
her husband and herd of dairy goats. You can reach her with comments at pittsewing@gmail.com. 

Over The Teacup      by Janet Young

Let Us Give Thanks
As I write this, Louisiana has just experienced the

worst, or at least comparable, flooding equal to what they
experienced when Katrina hit few years ago. Florida
has just weathered a hurricane dumping rain and
damaging winds throughout before raging up the
coastline. California continues to battle wild fires where
scores of people have had their homes burnt to the ground. These accounts are
only a few of the disasters that have reached our shorelines recently. Nationally,
there continues to be devastation after devastation reported almost daily.

As we approach Thanksgiving it brings to mind how, we who have escaped such
loss have so much for which to be thankful, while for those who have suffered such
tragedy, may be feeling down and discouraged. When put in the proper perspective
they have much for which they can still be thankful. Granted, some have had the
added sorrow of losing a loved one(s) or even their pets. That is not easy to accept,
yet they go on. In this difficult time we, the American people, have showered them
with an outpouring of love through donations of time, food, money, household
items, and even helping them to rebuild their homes.

In this worst hour of need that is when neighbors helping neighbors sprang into
action as boat owners in Louisiana went with police to help rescue people from
their rain-swollen homes. These acts are an out-pouring of love we have for our
fellow-man. After the storm strangers were there to help in any way they could.

Suffering the losses these people have endured may impact them forever, yet they
will go on because they are a people who through their faith, hope, and love will not
give up; but continue to fight their fears as they rebuild their homes and lives once more.

As we sit down at our Thanksgiving table this year, be thankful for except for the
grace of God’s many blessings, there go I—you. We could be without a home,
eating our turkey dinner in a shelter wearing donated clothing. 

This Thanksgiving and Christmas season reach out in love to those in need. An
invitation to dinner, even a cup of tea served in a dainty teacup can reach the
hearts of those less fortunate.

This Thanksgiving may we especially be thankful for all God has provided for us.
And may His Light shine through us, as we reach out to others in need. For in that
one moment, we provide these dear people the opportunity to forget their hardship
and experience the love and courage to go on.

Janet Young, Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant from the Protocol School of Washington, 
is a Founding member of Mid-Atlantic Tea Business Association, freelance writer/national tea 

presenter, and owner of Over The Teacup Inc. You can email her at janet@overtheteacup.com
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25% off all dies
(in stock only)

Hours:
T-F 9-5:30

Sat 9-4 • Sun 11-4
Closed Monday

Your Complete
Rubber Stamp

& Scrapbooking Store!

1147 4th St.
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

507-263-4220
www.cfstampsetc.com

CF Stamps Etc.
&

Scraps in my Book
��

PPuummppkkiinnbbeerrrryy SSttiittcchheess

AA QQuuaaiinntt LLiittttllee QQuuiilltt SShhoopp

20% off One Item

FFaatt TTuueessddaayyss! Buy 4 Fat Quarters get one Free!

108 E. Lyon Ave • Lake City, MN 55041 
651-345-2573

Hours: Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Gift 
Certificat

es

available!

Expires 12/31/16��

Your One Stop
Quilt Shop

Gift Certificates Available
Classes Offered

(651) 345-3958
TF(800) 233-9549

106 South Lakeshore Drive
Lake City, Minnesota 55041

www.ratherbeequilting.com

• 100% Cotton Fabrics
• Quilting Tools &Notions
• Books and Patterns

M-Sat 9am - 5pm
Sunday Closed

Woodland Ridge Retreat 
A place to create and be inspired  

with the comforts of a boutique hotel 
Joins for our Knitting and Quilting Workshops 

www.woodlandridgeretreat.com 

E4620 County Rd C   
Downsville, WI   
715.664.8220 
Contact us to book your stay 
1 hour east of the Twin Cities 

Open 44 weeks per year 
Individual rates  

Light bright crafting rooms 
Eight deluxe guest rooms sleeping 24 
Located on one level - ADA accessible 

HHoouurrss::   
TTuueess--SSaatt 1100--55

WWeedd 11 00--33

wwwwww..mmaarrkkeettpp llaacceettoommaahh.. ccoomm

HHoolliiddaayy OOppeenn HHoouusseess
NNoovv.. 1111,, 1122 && 1133 
NNoovv.. 1188,, 1199 && 2200

OOppeenn EExxtteennddeedd HHoouurrss 
FFrriiddaayy--SSuunnddaayy.. 

LLooookk ffoorr tthhee 
PPrriimmiittiivvee PPiicckkeetttt FFeennccee &&
OOuutthhoouussee IInn TThhee YYaarrdd !!

AArrnneetttt’’ss SSaannttaass -- SSnnoowwmmeenn -- TTiimmeerr CCaannddlleess
LLiinneennss -- PPiinnee GGaarrllaannddss && mmuucchh mmoorree!!

66 00 88 -- 33 77 44 -- 22 77 77 7766 00 88 -- 33 77 44 -- 22 77 77 77

CCoouunnttrryy && 
PPrriimmiittiivvee HHoommee DDeeccoorr

1135th St.W
North7eld, MN55057

WeHave6RoomsofGiftsandDecor!
•MelissaandDougToys•Frames

•NoelleClothing•Christmas
•FramedPhotographs•McCallsCandles
•LocallymadeJewelry•Birdhouses

•Hand-paintedGlassware
•TuTuDressesandHairAccessories
•HatleyMerchandise•SoMuchMore!

Call for
Extended Holiday Hours

507-645-6510

We’vebeeninbusinesssince1995in
HistoricDowntownNorth7eld!

MerryChristmas
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NNoorrtthh IIoowwaa QQuuiilltteerrss 
OOnnee--SSttoopp SShhooppppiinngg SSpprreeee

Mark your calendars for the 9th annual

Come in from the cold and join us for a quilter’s shopping delight. 
Thirteen vendors have their latest and best in kits, patterns, fabrics and

sewing machines for you under one roof.  
Make it a fun-filled day with your friends!

· Rainbows & Calico Things, Williamsburg
· The Cottage Rose, Marion
°· Iowa Falls Sewing Machine Co., Iowa Falls
· Debbie’s Quilt Shop & Gifts, Osage

· Woodside Quilting, Des Moines
· Forest Mills Quilt Shop, Postville

PPaarrttiicciippaattiinngg MMeerrcchhaannttss::
· Washtub Quilts, Klemme
· The Quilmaker’s Shoppe, Manchester
· Tillies Quilt Shop, Fort Dodge 
· Prairie Rose Quilt Shop, Clarksville
· Quilter’s Garden, Cresco
· Nolting Mfg.,  Hiawatha
· Seams to Me, Algona

Friday, Nov 11 (10-5) • Saturday, Nov 12 (10-4)

Best Western Holiday Lodge 
I-35 and US Hwy 18 W (Exit 194) • Clear Lake, IA

Contact Kathy at 563-927-8017 or
Barb at 319-668-1977

Mended Hearts Quilting
&Boutique

3212 330th St • Ellsworth, IA 50075 • 515-836-4280

Hours: M-F 10-6 • Sat 10-2 www.mendedheartsquilting.com

Find us on
Facebook!Visit Iowa’s Newest Quilt Shop!

Great place for bus tours to stop on the way toMissouri Star!

Buses and RVswelcome!
Large groups please call ahead

1mile East of I-35, Exit 133

 

Countryberries LLC

Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden

Designed by Kathy Graham 

This pattern is free 

for you to use. 

Please give the art-

ist credit. Not for 

commercial use. 

Enlarge this pat-

tern to your desired 

size. This pattern 

was designed for 

wool applique and 

embroidery but can 

be needlepunched, 

hooked or even 

painted. Try it in 

pastel colors for a 

traditional look  or 

dark colors for a 

more primitive look. 

Have fun!

Countryberries Designs

“Oh Christmas Tree”
Germany is credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition as we

know it. In the 16th century devout Christians brought the decorated
Christmas trees into their homes. Trees remained an oddity in America
until the mid 19th century. In 1846 the popular Queen Victoria and

her German Prince, Albert decorated a Christmas tree in the palace.
Queen Victoria asked Prince Albert to set up a tree like he had during

his childhood. The London news illustrated the Queen and Prince
along with their children standing around the decorated Christmas
tree. Victoria was very popular with her subjects, and what she
would do quickly became fashionable. Not only was she popular in

England, but also with the fashion-conscious East Coast American
Society.

By the 20th century Americans had embraced the Christmas
tree. Europeans used small tees about 4 feet tall while Americans

liked their trees to reach from the floor to the ceiling. While the
German-American sect continued to decorate their trees with apples,
nuts and cookies, Americans decorated their trees mainly with

homemade ornaments. Electricity brought about Christmas
lights! Prior to this the trees were adorned with candles to symbolize

the sparkling stars in the night sky. With the arrival of the electric
lights, it allowed the trees to be aglow for days and so Christmas trees
were soon being set up in town squares across the country. The popularity

of the Christmas tree continued to grow and has since become an
American tradition!
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Over 130 Artists and Crafters
Unique, handmade gifts!

Door Prizes • Lunch Available
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OO 113030 AArtrtiist dd CC fftt

Saturday, December 6, 9am-4pm
Hudson High School, 1501 Vine Street, Hudson, WI

For more info, call 715-386-9803

8t
h
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NU
AL

Saturday, December 3, 9am-4pm
Hudson High School, 1501 Vine Street, Hudson

For more info call 715-386-9803

Over 150 Artists and Crafters
Unique, Handmade Gifts

Lunch Available

8th Annual Hudson Holiday Boutique
As the temperatures start to cool and the holiday shopping season begins to heat up,

volunteers are hard at work preparing for the seventh annual Hudson Holiday Boutique which
will take place on Saturday, December 3rd at Hudson High School.

The Hudson Holiday Boutique has gained a reputation as one of the largest craft sales in
the area with over 165 spaces filled with crafters and artists from across the region. Offerings
include jewelry, home decorating items, clothing, yard art, woodworking, metal art, holiday
items, and everything in between. The Hudson Holiday Boutique will have something for
everyone.

The Hudson Holiday Boutique is a community event that has become a tradition for
friends and families to visit and shop at year after year. The event is a fund raiser for two non
profits – Youth Action Hudson and St. Croix Valley Youth Court. Admission is free, and
concessions will be available from the Hudson Police Explorers.

Just a few minutes east of St. Paul, the 2016 Hudson Holiday Boutique will be a great
place to spend the first Saturday in December with your family and friends.

“Enjoy the 
Chickadee Experience!”

Jacci Krebsbach, Owner

spring 2012 est. 1979Fall 2012 207West St. Marie
(20 blocks north of 694/Rice)
Shoreview, MN 55126

651-483-2416

www.ChickadeeBoutique.com

Adding New Items Daily
Including New Christmas Items!

Spring 2017
Opening
Date April

6th!

““EEnnjjooyy tthhee CChhiicckkaaddeeee EExxppeerriieennccee””

Oct. 27-29 • Nov. 3-6
Nov. 10-12 • Nov. 17-19
Nov. 25-26 • Dec. 1-4

37 Years of Supporting Artisans!

Representing 150+ local artists,
many unique to the Chickadee:

Books · CDs · Clothing
Floral · Food

Framed Art · Furniture
Glass · Jewelry · Paper · Textiles
Pottery · Purses & Handbags
Whimsy · And Much More

Restocked Daily
Credit Cards Accepted

Small Business SaturdayNovember 26thShop your localneighborhoodstores!
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Thanksgiving Weekend - Christmas Extravaganza
A Unique Holiday Experience

Excelsior Minnesota is hosting the 11th annual Christkindlsmarkt
on Thanksgiving weekend begininning Friday, November 25th and
running through November 27th. The three day event is modeled
after the Christkindlsmarkt festival in Nuremberg, Germany, a
700 year German tradition. The event will include Holiday food
and entertainment for the whole family.

Christkindlsmarkt opens with The Grande Parade at 10 a.m.
on Friday November 25th, marches down Water Street, led by
the Christkind Angel, Father Christmas, the Royals of
Spielmannszug, the Minnetonka High School Choir, past “Persons
of the Year”, local celebrities, children’s groups, vintage vehicles,
and horse drawn carriage.

The market features gifts ranging from modern to vintage to
traditional German and handmade specialty items. The three days
include a schedule of local musical talents performing at the market.
The NorthPole Trolley will have Father Christmas on board, and live
reindeer will visit. The heated KinderWorld will have fun activities for
children. The Boy Scouts will have their traditional sale of Christmas
wreaths and swags.

The Children’s Lighted Lantern Parade: Led by the Christkind
Angel and the reindeer lighting the way on both Friday and Saturday
night at 5:00. The parades begin at Lake and Water St. ending at
the festival site where Father Christmas will lead the children singing Christmas Carols.
There will be prizes for the best Christmas hat.

Events take place at East Drive and 3rd St., next to Excelsior Brewing. For more
information about the Christkindlsmarkt please contact Myrle Mackenzie 952-292-
8898, Jeri Taylor 612-599-8408 or Rick Meyer 612-750-6917. Or look us up online
at www.ExcelsiorChristmas.

Home Decor • Gifts • Edibles • antiques

November25th-December4thNovember2nd-13th

Formore info visitwww.mnboutiques.com
Mary: 952-944-7286 •mnboutiques@hotmail.com

BrightwoodHillsGolfCourse
1975Silver LakeRdNW

NewBrighton,MN
MajesticOaksGolfClub

701BunkerLakeBlvd
HamLake,MN

Mon-Fri: 9:30am-8:30pm · Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun9am-5pm

Mon-Fri: 9am-8:30pm · Sat: 9am-6pm
Sun9am-5pm

Random Acts
by Maranda K. Jones

Life Lessons
When my three year old Malena handed me another “moment” for the tree,
I instantly knew just what she meant: each ornament holds memories.
Many of those ornaments were from my students past.
I recalled younger sixth grade faces with the names signed on the backs…
It started several years ago, fifteen to be exact. 
They didn’t call me Mrs. Jones; I was simply called Miss Mac. 
I started in right out of college, an engaged and eager teacher. 
At Christmas break that all changed, now my husband took the bleacher. 
He coached basketball and I kept the book,
My matching hoodie read “Mrs. Coach,” a name I gladly took. 
Each morning I walked down the dirt lot and up the steps to school,
Not much taller than my students, ready to preach the golden rule.
The super always wondered which student parked with staff, 
He shared his observation through his deep and hearty laugh.
Young but ready, I shared lessons and ideas and thoughts,
Little did I know I was the one being taught.
Stories about birthing cows, riding horses, rain and fires and farms,
Be good stewards of God’s land, the lesson they taught with charm.
Travel the states and see His wonder everywhere you look,
Appreciate this country of ours with vacation photos took.
Remember that we are all connected as a part of history:
These characters we read about are members of our families.
They fought the fights and waged the war while dreams were put on hold…
I’ll always remember the true tales that these young children told.
They were mature beyond their years, understanding family pride,
From dawn ‘til dusk, my heart was filled to be the children’s guide.
These students of mine, that, yes, I would still gladly claim,
Fill upstanding citizens’ shoes and uphold their family names.
Serving our country in camouflage and teaching America’s youth,
Serving on missions in foreign lands and sharing God’s word, the truth.
Faithful sisters and brothers, moms and dads, husbands and wives, 
They have followed different paths to lead fulfilling lives.
Those days of book reports and carnivals, part of a past we share. 
May these youngsters always know just how much I care.
Still influencing others and the moments spent with me—
In my heart, on my mind, and on my Christmas Tree.

© 2016 Maranda K. Jones

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts
is now available at amazon.com.

TThhee bbooookk iinncclluuddeess hheerr rreeaaddeerr--aaccccllaaiimmeedd aarrttiicclleess ffrroomm tthhee llaasstt ddeeccaaddee..
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Country Register Recipe Exchange
Almond Bark Cookies

FromDonna Lease of Hibbing, MN

21/2 pounds of almond bark
4 cups rice krispies
2 cupsminiature marshmallows
1 cup salted peanuts

Mix rice krispies, marshmallows and peanuts in bowl. Heat oven to 250˚-275˚.
Turn o6. Put almond bark in cake pan and let warm for 10-15minutes until soft
enough tomix with cereal mixture. Drop by teaspoon full on wax paper. Makes
about 80 cookies. Will shape as they cool. Do not have the bark too warm
because the marshmallows will melt.

Note: Use coloredmarshmallows and half fruit loop cereal for a pre7y color!

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Birdes Delight

FromShirley Ross of Alexandria, MN

1 pkg (16 oz) frozen strawberries, thawed
1 box (3oz) strawberry gelatin
2 cups cold milk
1box (3.4 oz) instant vanilla pudding mix
1 graham cracker crust (9 inches)
1 carton (8oz) whipped topping, thawed

Drain strawberries, reserving juice; set this aside. Prepare gelatin to package
directions using the strawberry juice and enough boiling water to make 2 cups.
Cool until slightly set, then beat with mixer. In a bowl, beat milk and pudding mix
with whisk for about 2minutes. Add to gelatin mixture and beat together until
blended. Pour into crust. Fold strawberries into whipped topping; spread over
the top. Refrigerate until ready to serve. Add and strawberry for garnish to
each serving.

Note: Use sugar-free gelatin and pudding mix as well as light whipped topping
tomake a low calorie treat!

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Fruit Cake

FromDonna Lease of Hibbing, MN

1 pound of dates
1/2 pound brazil nuts
1/2 pound walnuts
6 oz red and green mixed candied cherries
1/2 + 1/4 cup 3our

Put dates, brazil nuts, walnuts and candied cherries in a large bowl. Sift and
sprinkle 3our, sugar baking soda and salt over fruit and nuts. Mix. Beat eggs
well. Pour over above mixture. Line pans with waxpaper, let it stick up around the
top. Pack solidly in pans. Bake at 250˚ for 2 hours or until set. First half hour
cover with foil. Wrap in damp cloth soaked with brandy and then in foil.

1/2 + 1/4 cup sugar
1/2 tsp baking soda
pinch of salt
2 eggs

Country Register Recipe Exchange
GingerbreadMen
FromDiane Parkhill of Elk River, MN

3 cups 5our
2 tsp ginger
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp nutmeg

Mix 5our, ginger, cinnamon, baking soda, nutmeg and salt. Beat bu6er and
brown sugar until light and 5u3y. Addmolasses and egg; beat well. Gradually
beat in 5our mixture on low speed until well mixed. Press dough into a thick 5at
disk. Wrap in plastic wrap. Refrigerate 4 hours or overnight. Roll out dough to
1/4 inch thickness or lightly 5oured surface. Cut into gingerbreadmen shapes
with 5 inch cookie cu6er. Place 1 inch apart on ungreased baking sheets. Bake
in preheated 350˚ for 8 to 10minutes. Decorate as desired. Makes 2 dozen.

1/4 salt
3/4 cup softened bu6er
3/4 cups 4rmly packed brown sugar
1/2 cupmolasses
1 egg

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Mint Candy Filled Cookies

FromSandy Anderson of Revere, MN

1 roll (16.5 oz) Pillsbury refrigerated sugar cookies
3/4 cup chopped, unwrapped thin rectangular creme dementhe candies
Frosting:
2 1/4 cups powdered sugar
1/4 cup bu9er, softened
1-2 drops green food coloring
2-3 tbls milk
Garnish:
24 thin rectangular creme dementhe candies

Heat oven to 350˚ in a medium bowl. Break up cookie dough. Stir or knead in
3/4 cup chopped candies. Shape a teaspoon of dough into balls and place 1”
apart on ungreased baking sheets. Bake 9-11minutes. Cool for 15minutes.

In small bowl mix frosting ingredients until smooth, adding enoughmilk 1 tea-
spoon at a time until spreading consistently. Spread 1 teaspoon frosting on
cooled cookies. Cut each creme dementhe candy in half crosswise; cut each half
diagonally into 2 triangles.

Garnish each cookie with 2 triangles to form a tree.

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Rhubarb Torte

FromBarbaraWesterbur of Jasper, MN

Crust:
1 cup 3our 2 tbsp sugar pinch of salt 1/2 cup bu4er, or margarine
Press into 8x10 glass pan. Bake at 325˚ for 25minutes.

Filling:
2 1/4 cup rhubarb cut up in 2ne pieces
11/4 cup sugar
2 tbsp 3our
3 beaten egg yolks
Cook until thick. Pour mixture over crust.

Topping:
Beat egg whites with 6 tbsp sugar and 1/4 tsp cream of tarter. Beat until
peaks form. Put over rhubarb mixture. Touch sides of pan. Brown at 350˚ for
10minutes.
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1122 DDaayyss ooff HHoolliiddaayy BBaakkiinngg
TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo eevveerryyoonnee wwhhoo ssuubbmmiitttteedd rreecciippeess
ttoo bbee iinncclluuddeedd iinn TThhee CCoouunnttrryy RReeggiisstteerr’’ss 77tthh

AAnnnnuuaall HHoolliiddaayy BBaakkiinngg SSppeecciiaall!! 
HHaappppyy BBaakkiinngg!!!!

  

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Cranberry Orange Pound Cake
Cranberry Orange Pound Cake is moist and perfect for the winter and holiday season!

1 cup butter 1¾ cups sugar
2 Tablespoons orange zest 3 eggs
½ teaspoon vanilla ¾ cup buttermilk
2½ cups fresh cranberries 2½ cups flour
2 teaspoon baking powder 1 teaspoon salt

Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl, cream butter, sugar and orange zest 
together for 3 to 5 minutes. Add eggs one at a time and beat an addition 
minute per egg. Add vanilla and mix in. In a separate large bowl, mix and 
combine dry ingredients together. Add dry ingredients alternatively with the 
buttermilk to the butter/sugar/orange zest/egg mixture. Fold in cranberries. 
Grease and flour either 2 large bread pans. Pour batter and bake at 350° for 
55 to 60 minutes. Invert, cool and glaze.

ORANGE GLAZE
1½ cup powdered sugar
1 Tablespoon orange juice
1 Tablespoon orange zest
1 Tablespoon milk
¼ teaspoon vanilla
Whisk glaze ingredients together until smooth.

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Bu5ery Coconut Bars

From Judy Becker of Laporte, MN

Crust:
2 cups 4our 1 cup brown sugar 1/2 tsp salt 1 cup bu5er, melted

Filling:
3 large eggs
114oz can sweetened
condensedmilk
1/2 cup 4our
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup bu5er, melted

Preheat oven to 350˚. In a large bowl mix 4our, brown sugar and salt. Stir in
melted bu5er. Press into bo5om of a 9x13 pan. Bake for 12-15minutes.
Cool for 10minutes on wire rack. Reduce oven to 325˚. In a large bowl, whisk
the 3rst seven 3lling ingredients until blended. Stir in 3 cups coconut. Pour
over crust. Sprinkle with remaining coconut. Bake for 25-30minutes or until
light golden brown. Cool in pan on wire rack. Cut into bars.

3 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp salt
4 cups 4aked coconut, divided

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Peanut Bu0er Cookies

From Freda Jansen of Paynseville, MN

1 cup bu0er
1 cup peanut bu0er
1 cup white sugar
1 cup brown sugar
2 eggs

Beat bu0er and peanut bu0er together. Add eggs and sugars. Mix remaining
ingredients with the peanut bu0er mixtures. Shape into 1” balls. Fla0en each
cookie in a crisscrossma0er - dip fork in sugar. Bake about 10minutes or until
golden brown. Put a chocolate star on for that Christmas /are!

1 tsp vanilla
2 1/2 cups /our
1/2 tsp salt
3/4 tsp baking soda
1/2 baking powder

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Rice Krispie Date Bars

From Freda Jansen of Paynesville, MN

1 stick of bu0er
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
1/2 tsp salt
1 lb cut up dates

Melt the bu0er and add in sugar. Add each egg one at a time mixing after adding
each. Add in salt and dates. Cook for 2 minutes on burner. Turn burner o/ and
add the rest of the ingredients. Press in bu0ered 9x13 pan. Cut and then dip in
powdered sugar.

1 1/2 tsp vanilla
2/3 cup coconut
4 cups rice krispies
2/3 chopped nuts
powdered sugar

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Sinful Bars

From Margaret Gonnerman of Luverne, MN

Crust:
1 box of bu5er pecan cake mix
1 egg
1/2 cup bu5er, or margarine
1 cup chopped pecans

Mix crush ingredients and press in greased9x13pan.Withmixer, mix powdered
sugar, cream cheese and bu5er until combined. Fold pecans into mixture and
put over crust. Bake 1 hour and 15 minutes at 300˚. Cool and cut into
squares.

Filling:
1 pound powdered sugar (about 3 1/2 cups)
1/2 cup bu5er, melted
8 oz cream cheese, softened
1 cup chopped pecans

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Sugar Crispies

From Pa/i Lee Bock of New Ulm, MN

1 cup shortening
2 cups sugar
2 eggs
1 cup oil
1/2 tsp salt
1 tsp vanilla

Cream together shortening, sugar, eggs, oil, salt and vanilla. Sift all dry ingredients
and add to creamed mixture. Roll into one inched balls and roll into sugar. Press
one gum drop in center of each cookie. Bake at 350˚ for 10 minutes.

5 cups .our
2 tsp baking soda
2 tsp cream of tartar
sugar for coating
red and green gum drops
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Home Decor, Gists and FloralDesigns you won’t findanywhere else!

M-F 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-2pm

QQuuaalliittyy PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall FFrraammiinngg && MMaa��iinngg

409 W. Stanton Ave • Fergus Falls, MN 56537
218-998-4147 • miteredcorners.com

Souvenirs:  Markers of Our Lives
by Simone Gers

Last spring at the market, we had several customers who were visiting Tucson
and were buying awesome collectibles to take home in their suitcases. One lady
was buying a large jar of liquid wax. I triple wrapped it and advised her to slip the
whole thing into a zip lock bag before she put it in her suitcase. I love seeing what
other people love so much they are prepared to pack them in their suitcases or
carry onto planes. How cool is it to bring home some awesome antique instead of
another t-shirt or ball cap?

I have a catalogue of stories around antique souvenirs. After 35 years of marriage
to a collector, I can tell you most of my luggage and carryon bags are stuffed to
the gills with whatever my husband Tray thinks he can get home. One year, he had
three crystal chandeliers in our carry-on pieces. Another time, it was an antique
gumball machine—the kind with the big glass dome. It weighed a ton. Our clothes
become wrap and cushion for all his finds. 

One year, when we were leaving Paris, Tray stuffed a bunch of art in one of the
duffle bags. One of the pieces was big. I remember looking at it on the street as he
was deciding whether or not he could get it home. 

I kept say , “It’s kinda big.” 
And he kept saying, “I think I can make it work.” 
And he did. He had to wrangle with the French gate

agent who kept saying, “But sir, it has to fit through the
door of the conveyor belt.” 

And Tray kept saying, “Let me redo it,” until he was able to
reorganize so the whole thing slowly pushed through the plastic flaps. He beamed
at her when it finally made it. I’m sure she was thinking the baggage guys are
going to love this. To Tray’s delight, all of the art made it home in one piece.

Antique souvenirs are legendary in our home. When our boys were little and
Tray would return from a business trip, he’d sit us all down on the sofa and make a
big deal of pulling each precious gift from his suitcase. Old rusty skates for you, an
antique bug sprayer for you, and an antique croquet set for you. Other times, he’d
hit a little closer to something that could almost pass for acceptable to the boys
with antique sports and game-related gifts—an old catcher’s mitt, collectible cards
or a wooden, hand-painted game board.

I love antique souvenirs. Of course, there are the standard teaspoons, teacups,
thimbles, dishtowels, tablecloths and other items that memorialized states, towns,
fairs—especially the World’s fair—and other big events. Some people love old state
license plates. Antique postcards and other cards are also favorites. I really love
some of the really old cards that look hand painted or photos that are processed in
a special way. One of our vendors picked up a collection of retableaus that were
stunning. I kept picking them up, turning them over in my hands, imagining
packing them in a trunk for the journey home and thankful they’re still around.

Of course, if we’re driving on vacation, I’m really kidding myself thinking that we
are going on vacation. Vacation has become a euphemism for buying trip. Last year,
our Christmas trip to see the grandkids on the east coast was so fruitful for Tray that
I ended up flying home—there was no more room in the van, so he dropped me off at
my folks’ home in Louisiana. And poor Dottie West, our six-pound Pomeranian, was
snuggled up on her bed that was strapped on top of finds stacked almost to the
ceiling of the front passenger seat. She had to duck her head to see out the window. 

As he pulled away, I told Tray, “Dottie West better make it home.” 
He winked as he drove off, and I knew that on his journey home, he’d find more

along the way, figure out some way to pack it in. 
And that’s okay because some of my favorite antiques are pieces we found

through our travels, commemorating not only an awesome trip but also the journey
of looking for wonderful things, stories about finding our way through winding
streets to local shops and all of the people along the way. 

Would I remember the day in old town Puerto Rico if the crazed ironstone piece
wasn’t right behind my desk or that friendly old man in Malta if I didn’t see that
piece of lace sitting under it?  Would I think about St. John’s island, all of the birds
or the beautiful water as often if I didn’t see the antique hand-painted botanical
cards on the table at the end of the hall? I don’t know. 

All of our travel treasures mean so much to me that when Tray says, “I wonder if
there’s an antique place here,” I’m quick to pull out my phone and Google it. And
we’re off, collecting memories along the way.

Simone Gers began her antiquing journey 35 years ago when she married Tray, an avid collector. They still 
have the first piece they bought together—a pegged farm table that was so decrepit it was behind the antique

store—and they have been upcycling vintage finds ever since. The Gers own Gather A Vintage Market in
Tucson, AZ, a monthly market. Simone has taught writing and literature at the college level for many years.

         

The Dropped Stitch
by Sharon Greve

Forever Thankful
When it comes to knitting, I am forever thankful. I

appreciate knowing how to make a special gift not only for family and friends but
for those strangers through various charities. It’s fascinating how a small amount of
yarn and time can create simple items that bring such joy to all ages.

I am grateful for the many friendships formed over the years through a knitting
guild. Like Eleanor Roosevelt who carried her knitting bag everywhere she went,
I’ve had many friendly conversations in airports and other public places with knitters
from around the world. Sometimes we could converse and other times the knitting
projects spoke for us. 

Knitting has been around for thousands of years—even found in the tombs of
pharaohs. Most of the early knitters were men. Knitting was an occupation and
source of income rather than a leisure activity. It took a long time for knitted fabric
to replace woven fabric. Knitting guilds were founded in Paris in 1527. In October
of 1591 children and young people were taught the art of hand-knitting in English
knitting schools. 

By the end of the 16th century, hand-knitting was firmly established across the
whole of Europe. Guilds of knitters were formed on the continent but not in
Britain. Potential Master Knitters (limited to men) studied for three years to learn
their craft, plus another three years spent as journeymen. The final masterpiece was
a carpet, a pair of knitted eclestical gloves or an elaborate silk waistcoat. 

The earliest written knitting pattern (1655) was a pair of stockings with turned
heels, knitted on four needles. Machine knitting had a significant effect on the
hand-knitting industry nearly 200 years after being invented in 1598 in England.

At last in 1699 poor women and children were taught knitting along with spinning
and lace making in London workhouse schools to earn their keep. By 1700 knitting
had become the labor of the poor, rather than the occupation of the Master Craftsmen.

Today knitting supplements the incomes of many retired persons, single parents,
college students, and homeless people to name a few. Well-known design knitter
and crocheter Yumiko Alexander shares her thankfulness. 

“Knitting and crochet have made my life in the United States very beautiful. When
I moved here from Japan, my English was limited and everything was new to me.
Although the language and culture in the United States and Japan are very different,
knitting and crochet have remained a constant in my life. I have enjoyed communicating
with people and expressing myself through my design work, and I have met many
wonderful friends through knitting and crochet.”

Today women and men knitters carry on the tradition of adding to their family’s
income through bazaars, custom orders, gift shops, consignments, etc. As a leisure
time activity, knitting enriches our lives by reducing stress, challenging our mental
and physical skills, as well as building self-confidence Yes, each time I knit, I’m
forever thankful for those unknown knitters who have shared the legacy we all have
come to love. We can only thank them by carrying on a cherished tradition and
copying patterns that have existed for thousands of years.

“Teach me to knit and I’ll remember you forever.”
© 2016 Sharon Greve. Contact castonshar@charter.net No reprint without permission.
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351-2sew351-2sew (2739) (2739)

•Notions •Fleece •Quilting Fabric
•Yarn & Knitting Supplies •Kid’s Crafts

Long Arm Quilting Services

Hours: 
Tues.-Fri. 

9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat. 

9 a.m.-1 p.m.

1613 Sinclair Lewis Ave1613 Sinclair Lewis Ave
Sauk Centre, Sauk Centre, 

MN 56378MN 56378

320Dewey St.
FoleyMN56329
320-968-9929

Conveniently Located in Downtown Foley!
WeO;er aGenerousSelection of 100%Co<onQuilting Fabrics, Pa<erns andNotions.

LongarmQuilting Services Available.

TTiiaarraa TTuueessddaayy:: First Tuesday of the month!
Wear your tiara for that day’s special! Wear your own or purchase one here!

We’d like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season!

www.quiltsonbroadwayfoley.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat. (April-Sept) 10-3

Sat. (Oct-March) 10-4:30
quiltsonbroadway@gmail.com

� �

550055 22nndd AAvvee.. NN •• SSaauukk RRaappiiddss,, MMNN 
332200--225577--11770022 •• wwwwww..bbrriiaarrppaattcchhmmeerrccaannttiillee..ccoomm

FFiinndd uuss oonn FFaacceebbooookk uunnddeerr
BBrriiaarr PPaattcchh FFaarrmmhhoouussee

BBrriiaarr PPaattcchh MMeerrccaannttiillee
hhaass mmoovveedd iinnttoo BBrriiaarr HHoouussee,, 

aann 11880000’’ss uurrbbaann ffaarrmmhhoouussee llooccaatteedd iinn
SSaauukk RRaappiiddss!!

WWee iinnvviittee yyoouu ttoo tthhee ffaarrmmhhoouussee ffoorr oouurr aannnnuuaall
CChhrriissttmmaass OOppeenn HHoouussee

FFrriiddaayy,, NNoovveemmbbeerr 44tthh
&&

SSaattuurrddaayy,, NNoovveemmbbeerr 55tthh
HHoouurrss:: 99aamm--77ppmm

WWiiddee aarrrraayy ooff uunniiqquuee hhoolliiddaayy ddeeccoorr ooppttiioonnss ffrroomm
vviinnttaaggee--pprriimmiittiivvee--ttrraaddiittiioonnaall ttoo ffiitt yyoouurr ssttyyllee!! RReegguullaarr SShhoopp HHoouurrss::

TTuueess--WWeedd 1100aamm--66ppmm
TThhuurrss--FFrrii--SSaatt 99aamm--66ppmm

TThhee WWooooddWWoorrkkiinngg
SShhoopp
At The Woodworking Shopwe offer handmade cutting boards, birch treeburl bowls, hand carvedwood items, driftwoodand woodworking supplies. 

We sell lodge, cabin, rustic,primitive decor along withwoodworking supplies foryou!
Visit us online:

www.etsy.com/shop/thewoodworkingshop
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DeAnn’s
CountryVillage

Shoppe

HometownHoliday
Road Trip
Nov. 10-12

Prizes - Barn Quilts
Quilters don’tmiss this hop!

7 Shops!

Small Business Saturday
Nov. 26th

Shop small town and
Boost your Community
Small town service
Big Town Pride

HolidayHappenings!

25thAnnual
Festival of Trees

Nov. 11-13
Silver Spoonswith
qualifying Purchase

Free Holiday Gift Wrap
Prizes - Discounts - Treats

Details for all events
available in store!Also
check Facebook and the

website!

Downtown Litchfield
115N Sibley Ave
320-693-9113

Open 7
Days a
Week!

GGOONNEE TTOO PPIIEECCEESS 
QQUUIILLTT SSHHOOPP

www.gonetopiecesquiltshop.com • gonetopieces@meltel.net

70 South Main
Kimball, MN 55353

320-398-5300

Hometown Holiday Road Trip: 
Nov. 10th - Nov. 12th

7 Participating Shops ! Call the store for details.

Customer Appreciation Day: 
Dec. 3rd

30% off all regularly priced items - 50% off Christmas fabric 
1 yard minimum cut

Over 6500 sq. ft. of Indoor Shopping!!
Home Decor • Scarves • Jewelry

Clothing and Accessories
Religious Books and Gifts

Kitchen Items • Repurposed and
Upcycled Items • Antiques and

Used Furniture

Hours: Mon - Sat 9:30 - 5:30

Celebrate the season with us and enjoy
Coffee, Cider, and Cookies!

2200%% OOFFFF SSttoorreewwiiddee!!
(some exclusions apply)

CChhrriissttmmaass OOppeenn HHoouussee -- NNoovveemmbbeerr 1177--1199

Minnesota’s Best Kept Secret!!

Lost & Found
Hwy. 22 Downtown
Eden Valley, MN
320-453-5678

7NorthMain St. • Hutchinson, MN55350
320-587-8341

Stop in and see what’s new!

Formore information checkourwebsite:www.quilthavenonmain.com

Hours:Mon10am-7pm•Tues-Sat10am-5pm

““SSttoocckkiinnggss WWeerree HHuunngg”” SShhoopp HHoopp
November 11th-12th 

Call for details!

CCuussttoommeerr AApppprreecciiaattiioonn SSaallee
December 10th

30% o6 Fall, Halloween and Christmas Fabric
TTiiss tthhee SSeeaassoonn!!

Gift Certi7cates available! 
Give that special person in your life a 

guilt free shopping spree!

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Minnesota is the
top turkey-producing state in America, with a
planned production total of 46.5 million.
Minnesota, North Carolina, Arkansas, Missouri,
Virginia and Indiana account for nearly 2/3 of
the 248 million turkeys that will be raised in the

U.S. this year.
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Saturday, November 12
9:30 am - 4 pm

      Brainerd Senior High School
         702 S 5th Street, Brainerd

                Use North or South Doors

Spring Show - May 13, 2017Spring Show - May 13, 2017

Free Admission - Over 150 ExhibitorsFree Admission  - Over 150 Exhibitors  
RefreshmentsRefreshments

Sponsored by Brainerd Public Schools Community Education

Colorz Quilt Shop
Friendly Service - Great Fabric 

14091 Baxter Dr. Suite 112 
Baxter, MN 
56425
218-825-9101
colorzquiltshop@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
colorzquiltshop

We strive to carry a variety of fun and 
interesting fabrics to help you create quilts and 

projects that will be loved and cherished.

Bring this ad in for $5 off your purchase (excludes Cherrywood)

220044 MMiinnnneessoottaa AAvvee.. NNAAiittkkiinn,, MMiinnnneessoottaa 5566443311221188--992277--22991144wwwwww..sseewwmmuucchhaannddmmoorree..nneett

MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy 88::3300--55::3300
SSaattuurrddaayy 1100::0000--44::0000
CClloosseedd SSuunnddaayyss

QQuuiilltt FFaabbrriicc •• YYaarrnnEEmmbbrrooiiddeerryy FFlloossss •• TTrraannssffeerrssSSeewwiinngg aanndd KKnnii""iinngg NNoottiioonnss

*Primitives
*FolkArt
*BarnStars
*Furniture
*Floral

*WallQuilts
*Pottery

*Stitcheries

Phone: 218-963-1212

Mon-�ur10:30am-4:30pm•Fri&Sat10am-5pm
ClosedSunday

Wehave
local
artists!

0e Green Porch
5430 Country Rd. 18 • Nisswa, MN

Tattered Edges

Everything for your Primitive
Country Home!

33885 US Hwy 10
Motley, MN 56466

““CChhrriissttmmaass iinn tthhee
CCoouunnttrryy””

Nov. 4th & 5th · 10am - 5pm

218-821-2236

Open:
Thur & Fri 10am-5pm

Sat 10am-4pm
shoptatterededges@gmail.com Like us on      at tatterededgesLike us on     at tatterededges

0
0
12
5
13
2
3
r1

516 Old Whitetail Dr. NW (HWY 2 West)
Wilton, MN 56687

218-444-2387 - sadieraesquiltshop.com
Open: Wed-Sat 10-5pm Sun 12-4pm

• Brand-name 
quilting fabrics

• Patterns and 
Notions

• High Quality 
Quilting Supplies 
and Expertise

516 Old Whitetail Dr. NW (Hwy 2 West)
Wilton, MN 56601

218-444-2387 - sadieraesquiltshop.com
Open: Tues-Sat 10-5pm Sun 12-4pm

1155%% OOffff YYoouurr 
TToottaall PPuurrcchhaassee
EExxppiirreess:: 1122//3311//1166

Excludes sale merchandise
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Quarry Quilts & Yarns

StoreHours:Monday - Saturday9am-5pm •Closed Sundays

326Quarry Place • Sandstone, MN55072
320-216-7639

quarryquiltsandyarns@gmail.com • www.quarryquiltsandyarns.weebly.com

Fabrics • Yarns • Sewing and Knitting Notions • Patterns • Books
Long ArmQuilting • Sewing Machine Repair

Custom Quilts • Quilt Racks

Pre-Inventory Sale
December 26th - 31st

371E.StateHighway210
McGregor, MN55760

218-768-2556

Monday -Friday10am-5pm
Saturday10am-4pm

2000+Bolts of Fabric,
IncludingMODA, Kaufman,
Timeless Treasures, RJR,

Flannels andmore!

timelesstreasures@frontiernet.net

ALONG THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIL
John Adams – 2nd President of the United States

Part of a series
by Jan Keller

“...and, when little Johnny Adams went out to play in
the pasture, this is the very door he ran through,” said
the park ranger guiding us though the boyhood home
of President John Adams. It took a few moments for me
to grasp the reality that I was standing in the very house
where in 1735 John Adams, the great-great-grandson of
pilgrims John and Priscilla Alden, was born one October
day over 40 years prior to our country’s founding. Wow!

Named after his father, John grew up on the family
farm, where he enjoyed being outside and hunting. He
took a gun with him to school and hunted on his way home.
His entire life, John considered himself first a farmer.

In 1764 John, age 28, married Abigail Smith, age 19.
John and Abigail left a great treasure for posterity in the
form of the numerous personal letters they wrote to each
other throughout their courtship and also chronicling the
perilous times during the founding of our country. From
their letters one gains insight into the times and of the
esteem they held for each other.

Classically educated, John earned
a law degree at Harvard. Although
a devout patriot, he had high regard
for the rule of law and represented
several British soldiers who killed
five Bostonians during the Boston
Massacre. Adams knew taking the
case was dangerous, could threaten
his family, tarnish his reputation and
impact his economic future. In spite of public opinion, his
defense cleared them and Adams proved himself to be a
man of principle above his personal revolutionary beliefs.

As a Massachusetts delegate to the First and Second
Continental Congress, John Adams is the man most
credited with steering the fledgling 13 colonies to
declare independence from Great Britain. A stout and
outspoken man, Adams was often mocked and called “His

Rotundity.” The 56 men who
debated what to do about
King George’s taxation
without representation set
a unanimous and perilous
course when each signed the
Declaration of Independence.
With the treasonous stroke
of a pen they pledged their
lives, fortunes and sacred
honor. If their course failed,
the result would be death.

Prior to becoming president, John Adams served many
critical diplomatic roles for the fledgling colonies, requiring
lengthy family separations. From 1778 to 1783, John,
accompanied by sons John Quincy and Charles, lived in
Paris and Amsterdam on diplomatic missions. After five years
apart, in 1784, Abigail and daughter Nabby sailed to

Europe and the family was reunited.
In 1788 and again in 1792, George

Washington received the most votes
and became our first president. In
both elections John Adams came in
second and served as vice president.
Adams was not well-suited to the vice
presidency. He found it stifling to be
excluded from critical debates and to
vote only in the cases of a tie. 

In 1796 John Adams was elected president and Thomas
Jefferson vice president. Then, in 1800, Jefferson beat
Adams in a contentious race, making Adams a one term
leader. Adams did not attend Jefferson’s inauguration.

In November of 1800, during the final few months of
his presidency, John and Abigail became the first residents
of the White House at a time when Washington D.C. was
still a vast swampy wilderness. There, John and Abigail

hosted the 1801 New Year’s Reception, which was open
to the public, and personally greeted around 135 visitors.
The new United States Marine Band, consisting of only
eight to ten musicians, provided entertainment for the
event. The band had been established in 1798 by an
act of congress which was signed by President Adams.

John Adams remained a farmer at heart and retired
to Quincy. In spite of his political chasm with Jefferson,
Adams eventually relented and initiated a cordial and
satisfying correspondence—for this dynamic duo of our
country’s founding had experienced unique events that
truly bound them together. In an amazing twist of fate,
both died on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of our
country’s independence. John Adams, then 90, lay gravely
ill rather than celebrating. His final words were, “Thomas
Jefferson still survives.” Adams did not know Jefferson
died five hours earlier at Monticello at the age of 82.

Near the end of World War II, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt ordered John Adams' famous blessing he
wrote in a letter to Abigail carved on the fireplace mantle
of the State Dining Room where it can be seen today:

II pprraayy HHeeaavveenn ttoo bbeessttooww tthhee bbeesstt ooff bblleessssiinnggss oonn tthhiiss
HHoouussee,, aanndd aallll tthhaatt sshhaallll hheerreeaafftteerr iinnhhaabbiitt iitt.. MMaayy nnoonnee
bbuutt hhoonneesstt aanndd wwiissee mmeenn eevveerr rruullee uunnddeerr tthhiiss rrooooff..

PresidentPresident
1797-18011797-1801

JJoohhnn aanndd II bbooaarrddiinngg tthhee bbuuss,,
AAddaammss NNaattiioonnaall HHiissttoorriiccaall PPaarrkk

John Adams
boyhood home,

Quincy, MA.

Photo Public D
om

ain

“Posterity! You will never know, how much it cost the present Generation, to preserve your Freedom! I hope you
will make a good Use of it. If you do not, I shall repent in Heaven that I ever took half the Pains to preserve it.”

Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, April 26, 1777
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274Hwy 33North · Cloquet, MN55720
218-879-3577www.quilteddogquiltshop.com

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm · Sat 10am-4pm

HHOOLLIIDDAAYY OOPPEENN HHOOUUSSEE: Nov. 18 & 19

Full Service Quilt Shop!
Beautiful Fabrics • Great PaCerns & Books •  Wide Array of Notions

Long Arm Services • Classes for all Levels • Beautiful holiday kits and projects

MMYYSSTTEERRYY TTRRIIPP: Dec 10th!

BBLLAACCKK FFRRIIDDAAYY SSPPEECCIIAALLSS:: Nov 25th
SSMMAALLLL BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSAATTUURRDDAAYY: Nov 26th

Call forDetails!!

 

Recipes of Abigail Adams
Abigail Adams could be regarded a ‘Super Woman’.

She is regarded by many historians as our founding
mother, but in addition, for lengthy periods of time
while John was away, she bore the responsibility of
being the single parent in the household as she cared
for her children and also managed the household and
farm in a capable manner to feed and clothe the
family. Abigail, unlike many women of her time, also
did her own washing, cleaning and cooking. After
visiting Paris, she returned to the United States with a
knowledge of the nuances of fine entertaining and in
this regard was a great help to Martha Washington. 

In spite of her ability to direct the preparation and
presentation of fancy and elaborate meals and receptions, she and President Adams
preferred simple home-style fare. Here are some of her favorite recipes:

BBEEGGGGAARR’’SS PPUUDDDDIINNGG WWIITTHH SSAACCKK SSAAUUCCEE
PUDDING:

1 egg, beaten 1 cup milk
1/2 cup brown sugar 1 teaspoon rosewater
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 1/8 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger 1/2 cup dried currants
10 slices stale bread in 1” cubes
In a large bowl combine beaten eggs, milk, brown sugar, rosewater, ginger, 
nutmeg, and salt. Add bread cubes and currants; stir well. Turn into a greased 
8” round baking dish. Bake in a 350° oven for approximately 25 minutes or until 
a knife inserted in the center of the pudding comes out clean. Serve hot, topped 
with hot sack sauce.

SACK SAUCE:
1/4 cup butter 1 tablespoon brown sugar, packed
1/2 cup dry sherry 1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon lemon peel, grated
Melt butter in a small saucepan over low heat. Stir continuously until butter 
starts to brown, then remove from heat. Add brown sugar; stir until dissolved. 
Add dry sherry, lemon juice, and grated lemon peel. Serve immediately. Serves 6.

HHOOTT CCRRAABB SSAALLAADD

This is extremely simple, and although the price of crabmeat makes 
it an extravagance today, this recipe makes it a worthy expenditure.

2 tablespoons butter 2 tablespoons flour
1 cup milk 1 lb. lump crabmeat, picked over
1/4 cup pimentos, rinsed, drained & diced 1/2 cup sliced almonds, toasted
4-6 pastry or cream puff shells
Make a cream sauce with butter, flour, and milk. Remove from heat and add

crab, pimentos, and almonds. Serve in prebaked pastry shells or cream puff shells.

AAPPPPLLEE PPAANN DDOOWWDDYY
PASTRY:

1 1/2 cups flour 1/2 cup shortening
sprinkle of water 1/4 cup melted butter
Blend flour and shortening until mealy. Sprinkle a little ice water over dough, 
enough to hold together. Roll out to 1/4” thickness and brush with melted butter. 
Cut pastry in half. Place halves on top of each other. Roll and cut again. Repeat 
until you have 16 separate pieces piled up. Then chill for 1 hour. Roll pastry 
again and cut in half. Line bottom of baking dish with one half. Save the other 
half for the top.

FILLING:
1/2 cup sugar 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
10 large apples 1/2 cup molasses
3 tablespoons butter, melted 1/4 cup water
Peel and slice the apples. Mix with sugar and spices and put in the pastry lined

dish. Combine molasses with butter and water. Pour over the apples. Cover with
top crust and seal. Bake at 400° for 10 minutes; then reduce heat to 325°.
“Dowdy” (mess up) the dish by cutting the crust into the apples with a sharp knife.
Bake 1 hour. Serve hot with ice cream or whipped cream.

NOTE: It is believed the Newtown Pippin,
a late winter apple, was the apple Abigail
most likely used. One source recommends
using a variety of apples, including Newtown
Pippins (a sweet and tart 18th-century
variety), Northern Spys (almost as old), and
Jonagolds. You can Use any apple of choice.

These recipes are adaptations from various online sources and from Capital Hill Cooks.

Holiday Musing Upon a New Decade
by Kerri Habben

Today I received an early Christmas present.
Some time ago I was affirmed when I saw my grandmother in a dream. I was in

her home and everything was where it had always been. She came around the
corner into the den wearing a nightgown, the blue one with pink flowers. 

“You’re here.” I murmured in wonder from where I sat in the rust chair Uncle
Henry bought for Aunt Wilma. I went to her and wrapped my arms around her,
enfolding her as a treasure one never expected to hold again. She was solid and
real.

“Of course,” she answered, embracing me but glancing a bit askance. “Where
else would I be?”

Last night I dreamt of her again. We were in her home, she again wearing the
same nightgown. 

Today I was in a storage area off our garage looking for some supplies. Moving
things around, fabric fell from a nearly empty box.

Before me waited the blue nightgown with pink flowers, neatly folded. 
With that I was infused with the true spirit of the season.
This is the eleventh holiday season for Mom and I since our mother and grand-

mother passed away. Huba, as I called her, was the last of our family here, with the
rest living in different parts of the country. So for Thanksgiving and Christmas it is
just the two of us. We share a home, and we treasure the precious rhythm of daily
life all year through. 

For those who have faced loss or traumatic change during the past year, the
holidays present a unique challenge. Often we see ourselves in strangers and they
see themselves in us. Then, perhaps, we are no longer unknown to one another. In
our common humanity we are connected by our joys and our sorrows, our
resilience and our hopes. We may wear a range of skin colors, emerge from diverse
backgrounds, and worship in different ways. Together we are all navigating this
precious journey called life.

Back to celebrating holidays. We mail our packages by the first week in
December. We write our season’s greetings, most of which are sent in due time for
their destination. We decorate with special items from over the
years. Aunt Wilma’s velvet-suited Santa Claus is set out, and
Huba’s ceramic church graces the front table. 

I write my letter to Santa Claus. I never actually mail it. I
merely write it to take stock of where I am at the tail end of
one year and at the cusp of the next. These last few years I find
myself compiling a list of what I treasure rather than what I want. I
ask Mr. Claus, who is an example in giving, not to give up on us. That
even with all of the strife and sadness in this world, we may yet discover
and offer the best of ourselves to each other.

On Christmas we usually go out to eat at a chain restaurant that is
open that day. We carry a handmade gift for our server. We call our
relatives and friends or they call us. We open our gifts.

Always the moment arrives when we realize the room around us
isn’t full of people and yet it is. For our loved ones are always with us,
even as they are safe and whole in the palm of God’s hand. 

Thus in our prayerful hearts and houses of memory the past, present, and future
breathe a grateful, joyful sigh.
Kerri Habben is a writer, photographer, and crochet instructor living in Raleigh, NC. An avid crocheter and knitter, she
learned these skills from her grandmother and mother. Many of her yarn creations she donates to those in need.

Kerri has gathered a decade of essays she is working to publish. She can be reached at 913jeeves@gmail.com
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The Country Craft Shed
7016 Van Rd. Duluth, MN

218-721-3258

CChhrriissttmmaass OOppeenn HHoouussee
November 25th - 27th

Primitive furniture • Rustic • Vintage 
Repurposed items • One of a kind handmade items • Candles

New Christmas Items

Sat. - Sun. 
10am - 4pm

WWiisshhiinngg yyoouu aa MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass!!
MMaayy aallll yyoouurr ggiiffttss bbee hhaannddmmaaddee!!

HHaannnnaahh JJoohhnnssoonn FFaabbrriiccss
44551111 EE SSuuppeerriioorr SSttrreeeett

DDuulluutthh,, MMNN 5555880044
221188 552255 77880000

wwwwww..hhaannnnaahhjjoohhnnssoonnffaabbrriiccss..ccoomm
Monday - Friday 10am-5pm • Saturday 10am-4pm • Sunday Closed

Notions • Pa.erns • Kits
Janome Sewing Machines

Seasonal Fabrics • Batiks • Wools

2nd Anniversary Open House
December 2nd & 3rd

20% o-! Yummy treats served!
Join
us!

““AA llii00llee wwhhiimmssyy,, aa llii00llee wwooooddssyy,, aanndd aa wwhhoollee lloo00aa qquuaalliittyy””

4062 Highway 11
International Falls, MN 56649

218-285-7704
upnorthquiltshop@gmail.com

upnorthquiltshop.wix.com/ifalls

Register to Win!
Thinking of Home

by Judy Condon
The ‘simply country book series’ consists of 32

house tour books and 4 garden tour books. Initially
the books were arranged by room but, over time,
collectors started asking to see the entire house.
The books are used for inspiration and decorating
tips. The styles vary from primitive cabins to high-
country colonial. Country is in NO way a thing of
the past; it has evolved into many forms. Authenticating
a Country Dwelling is an educational tool on how
to stage a period room; a step beyond merely decorating a space. Many readers
have been following Judy Condon since she published the first book, Country on a
Shoestring, in February 2005. Most books in the series are still available for purchase.
To order any of the country decorating books contact Judy at Marsh Homestead
Antiques, www.marshhomesteadantiques.com, or call 877-381-6682.

You can get your copy of A Primer for a Country Dwelling here! This ‘sequel’ to
Authenticating a Country Dwelling’ is arranged like an early schoolbook called a
Primer. There are 88 topics alphabetically listed such as B is for Bed and Bedding,
Bedsteads, Bedrooms, Believability. C is for Candlesticks, Clothing, Cornhusks and
Corn Cobs, Coverlets. The photographs for each topic were taken in homes as well
as museums such as Old Sturbridge Village, The Buttolph-Williams House and The
Silas Deane House for example. Be sure to mail in your entry for a chance to win!

You Could Win Primer for a Country Dwelling!
You can register to win a copy of Primer for a Country Dwelling for yourself!

Clip and mail in this form!
If you prefer not to cut up your paper, write the form below on a note card and mail to:

The Country Register; 12835 Kiska St. NE, Blaine, MN 55449.
You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck!

NNaammee____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SSttrreeeett AAddddrreessss______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy________________________________________________ SSttaattee____________________ ZZiipp____________________________________

FFaavvoorriittee SShhoopp________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New Opportunities—Just Go For It!
by Marlene Oddie

This year, the Island Batik Ambassadors (IBA) are
having monthly challenges. I’ve tried to get monthly blog
postings up and the blog hops have been great fun with
all the inspiration and giveaways! Are you participating?

As designers using Island Batik (IB) fabrics, we are
often given a request for quilts through other channels.
One was with McCall’s Quick Quilts sometime last year. I
proposed some ideas but, alas, they were not selected.
But it showed me a new channel to share my quilt
designs and made the process less intimidating.

New fall quilt designs were underway and I pitched this Zig Zag design with
Island Batik fabrics and it was selected. But they wanted different fabrics to be used
because another IBA had already pitched a project that was selected with IB fabrics
for the same issue. At first I could not understand how these Rustic Winds – Marcus
fabrics would work with this modern design.

The more I worked with it, the more comfortable I got. Ultimately, the team at
McCall’s Quick Quilts gave it the name Mountain Pass and it suddenly all came
together and made sense to me, too. So, check newsstands for McCall’s Quick
Quilts October/November issue and you, too, can get this new technique for
making a chevron design that minimizes seams. I originally designed it for my
Mom’s charity group in Apache Junction, AZ. I’m excited to share it with a much
wider audience through a magazine publication. I did a guest blog post over at
McCall's and have shared additional piecing illustration details on my own blog.

Sometimes our fears are the stumbling block to our own progress. In this case,
when I don’t know the process of something, I tend to be intimidated and not as
driven to push forward. I’m grateful for those opportunities that continue to be
given to me on this quilting journey. Thanks for sharing it with me.

Marlene Oddie is an engineer by education, project manager by profession and now a quilter by passion
in Grand Coulee, WA. She enjoys long-arm quilting on her Gammill Optimum Plus, but especially

enjoys designing quilts and assisting in the creation of a meaningful treasure for the recipient.
Follow Marlene’s adventures via her blog at http://kissedquilts.blogspot.com 

and on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/kissedquilts. 

-

h i A fi ld d
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A Tourof Minnesota’s State Parks
Tettegouche State Park

A Visit to the Tettegouche State
park will give you a great sense of the
North Shore. There are spectacular
overlooks at Shovel Point, rocky, steep
cliffs and inland bluffs. The cascading
60 ft. High Falls of the Baptism Riveris
another beautiful sight! The North

Shore of Lake Superior is a combination of rock cliffs, pebble beaches and bold
headlands. The area’s landscape is attributed to the glaciers of the Lake Superior basin.

This is a hiker's paradise with miles of trails that overlook the Sawtooth Mountains
and wind down to inland lakes accessible only by foot. The park has 23 miles of hiking
trails. During the winter there are 12 miles of groomed classic ski trails and 12 miles
of groomed snowmobile trails. The remainder of the trails are very good for snow-
shoeing. The 9,346 acres of the Tettegouche State Park contain diffferent varieties of
natural features! There is the rugged, semi-mountainous terrain, one mile of Lake
Superior shoreline, six inland lakes, cascading rivers and waterfalls, and miles of
hardwood forest. Hiking trails along the Baptism River provide views of many falls
and cascades including High Falls, the spectacular 60-foot waterfall. Rock climbing
and quality birdwatching in the spring, summer, and especially the fall are a few
more popular activities available in the park.

History
In 1898, the Alger-Smith Lumber Company

began cutting the virgin pine forests of North-
eastern Minnesota. A logging camp was set up
on the shores of a lake the loggers called
Nipisiquit, an Indian name from a tribe in New
Brunswick, Canada, the logger's native country.
They took the Algonquin names for New Brunswick landmarks and gave them to the
lakes in Tettegouche.

In 1910, after removing most of the Norway and white pine, the logging company
sold the camp and surrounding acreage to the "Tettegouche Club," a group of
businessmen from Duluth who used the area as a fishing camp and retreat. One of
its members, Clement Quinn, bought the others out in 1921 and continued to act as
protector for the area until 1971 when Quinn sold Tettegouche to the deLaittres
family. The deLaittres continued Quinn's tradition of stewardship for the land, beginning
negotiations several years later for the preservation of Tettegouche as a state park.
During these years, the Nature Conservancy, a private land conservation organization,
played a vital role (along with other concerned individuals and groups) in the transfer
of ownership. Finally, on June 29, 1979, legislation was enacted establishing
Tettegouche as a state park.

Wildlife
The park has a wide variety of plant life

and this therefore supports more than 40
species of mammals. Most commonly seen are
white-tailed deer, snowshoe hare, red squirrel
and beaver. If you are lucky you may even see
moose, black bear, red fox, and river otter!
Occasionally, coyote, fisher pine marten,

northern flying squirrel, and even the timber wolf are seen.
The closeness of Lake Superior as well as the diverse habitat make Northeastern

Minnesota one of the better areas in the nation to find rare birds. In all, 140 species
have been identified in Tetegouche State Park. Kinglets, spruce grouse, and many
northern warblers nest in bogs and coniferous forests in the summer. The fall provides
a spectactular event when the hawk migration along the shore of Lake Superior
numbers in the tens of thousands! Winter is an excellent time to see northern owls,
woodpeckers, finches, and unusual water birds. One of the most impressive birds to
see is the peregrine falcons!

Information from www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks. Visit the website for more information, pictures,
hours and fees.

Quilting With Barbara
by Barbara Conquest

The Christmas Rush
Yesterday the view from our windows overlooking the countryside was gold—grass,

trees, stubble in the fields, all gold—punctuated only by the few dark spruce trees
we have nursed along since we moved here. This morning all is white. Fields,
drooping flowers, lawn furniture and even spider webs on the deck railings are
stark white, with only a few of our neighbors black cattle making a contrast.
Although meteorologists are promising the return of slightly warmer temperatures in
a few days, it’s obvious that the days of fall are numbered and Old Man Winter, as
my father used to call him, has given us his first warning: “Get out parkas and
boots; change to winter tires; clear away garden remains. Here I come!” 

For us as quilters and crafters, the rush to finish making gifts for Christmas
begins. Some well-organized people (they do exist, I’m told) have had their projects
finished for weeks, or even months. And then there are the rest of us. Although we
may be chronically short of time this time of year, there are a few Christmas-project
hacks. What about getting together with a few friends to work assembly-line style
on their projects and theirs? That might work. What about scaling back the size or
complexity? Only you will know. And then there’s the fall-back position: delay, delay,
delay! Have a top finished? Give it to the intended recipient with an IOU for
quilting and binding, or a gift card from a professional quilter so the giftee can
choose the quilting pattern and have it finished it on someone else’s schedule, not
yours. Have a project only partly finished? Present the recipient with a picture
(taken from the pattern) of the object to be finished with a dated commitment for
completion. Haven’t even started? Try a gift card from a store good for a pattern
and/or fabric of the recipient’s choice along with your promise to construct said
object. This latter tactic can be dangerous, but at this stage we’re desperate, right?
All these hacks are compromises, but that’s life.

Speaking of compromise, years ago when I was teaching ESL (English as a Second
Language) to a class of newly-arrived high school students from ten different countries,
we ESL teachers found ourselves in a slight dilemma when December (Christmas
party time) rolled around. It was our job to acclimatize these students to our
celebratory customs without denigrating their own. Many cultures celebrate light or
enlightenment at this darkest time of the year, so we incorporated aspects of Diwali,
Kwanzaa, Tet, Chinese New Year and Hanukkah—all representative of students in our
classes—in our celebration, but Christmas with its connotations of light, the star that
the Magi followed, and the arrival of the Light of the World, the reason we celebrate,
was always in the background. The celebration was a success. Compromise.

It was only in later years that I realized the Christmas-based activity and our
culture was the background or foundation which supported the other diverse pieces
and displayed them to advantage, much like the background of a quilt supports and
emphasizes the blocks, resulting in a unified whole. May we all emulate such quilts!
Merry Christmas! 

©Barbara Conquest. Barbara Conquest writes her column from Blue Sky Quilting in Tofield, AB. 

 

 



Page 24 Nov/Dec 2016- The Country Register -

20% off one Regular Priced Item!

QUILTER’S EDEN
223 DeMers Avenue
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
218-773-0773
www.quilters-eden.com

We are conveniently located across
from Cabela’s in East Grand Forks!

Store Hours: M-F 10-5:30 · Sa 10-5 · Su 12-4

Your Friendly Hometown Quilt Store Offers:
100% Cotton Fabric · Books · Patterns · Notions ·
Precuts Kits · Classes · Longarm Services Registered dealer! 

Sewing machine service and repair. 

- -

- - - - -

113 South BroadwayCrookston, MN 56716218-470-0700 · info@sewbroadway.comHours: M-T-W-F 9-5:30Th 9-7 · Sa 9-4
Shop us online!

www.sewbroadway.com
Use this coupon code for

15% off!
HAPPYHOLIDAYS2016

Registered dealer! 
Sewing machine service and repair. 

Bring in this coupon for
15% off!

Good the months of Nov/Dec

Crookston • East Grand Forks


